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Area Staff Conference  
In January we were able to attend our area staff 

conference which is held once every four years.  
While Jodi and I were attending this conference, 

our kids were able to attend an MK2MK 

(Missionary Kid to Missionary Kid) conference at 

the same location. 

Quite a lot has changed about the conference since 

the first one we attended 19 years ago.  For one 

thing, there are many more people.  But, the 

biggest change has been the dramatic shift from a 
conference populated by mostly American 

expatriates to one dominated by Eastern European 

nationals. 

I don’t have the exact figures but of the 1000 
Eastern European staff members that attended the 

conference, my guess is that at least 80% were 

nationals.  This is definitely a move in the right 
direction.  In fact, of the 18 countries in our area, 

only two don’t have national staff. 

Unfortunately, Slovenia is one of those two 

countries.  This is the hard reality.  However, we 
praise God that the Evangelical church is growing 

in Slovenia without a doubt, though there is still 

work to be done. 

At the conference D. A. Carson spoke on the holiness 

of God in the face of Christ Jesus.  He was very 
encouraging for those of us serving in places less 

receptive to the gospel.  He made it clear that the 

goal of evangelism is the glory of God and that even 

though we cannot control the results, God is glorified 
even in the mere proclamation of the gospel.  That is 

one thing we can say in Slovenia.  We have shared the 

gospel.  May God bring the harvest in His time. 

Staff photo from the area staff conference 
taken at an amphitheater 

April 2015 

Medno 57    1210 Ljubljana-Sent Vid    SLOVENIA            Phone:   563-823-4629     donald.green@neonatus.net  



Parenting Seminars at 
Area Staff Conference 
Many of you prayed for 
me and Jodi as we were 
able to give two 
seminars for our staff at 
the conference.  Thank 
you so much for your 
prayers. 

The title of our seminar 
was Parenting as 
Discipleship—Fulfilling 

the Great Commission 
Through the Family.  We 
were able to interact 
with many young 
national staff couples 
from all over Eastern 

Europe about applying 
Biblical principles to 
raise their children in 
the wisdom and 
knowledge of God. 

We have many fine and 
dedicated staff.  Our 
heart is to help them 
understand that their 
children are the next 
generation of potential 
spiritual leaders who can 
take the gospel to the 
next generation.  This is 
a real need in many of 
our countries in Eastern 

“Our heart is to 

help them 

understand that 

their children 

are the next 

generation of 

potential 

spiritual leaders 

who can take 

the gospel to 

the next 

generation.” 

Europe where there are 
many first generation 
believers that have 
never seen a model of a 
Christian family. 

Many of these countries 
are matriarchal while 
others have concepts of 
abusive male 
leadership.  We really 
believe having a proper 
understanding of 
Biblical male headship 
and female submission 
in the context of the 
Christian family is crucial 
for the next generation 
of the Church in these 
countries. 

Marriage Conference in Bosnia 

In March Family Life 
hosted a Weekend to 
Remember Marriage 
Conference in Bosnia 
for all of the countries 
that made up former 
Yugoslavia.  Jodi and I 
were able to bring 
eight couples from 
Slovenia.  Tim Kimmel, 
author of the book 
Grace Filled Marriage, 
was the speaker for 
the weekend.  Dr. 
Kimmel was funny and 
his stories entertained 
but what I appreciated 
most about him was 
how he continually 
came back to the 

person of Christ and his 
great grace. 

While in Bosnia we could 
still see some of the war 
damage from 20 years 
ago. It is a grim reminder 
of the ethnic chaos that 
engulfed this part of the 
world not so long ago.  
How powerful it was to 
see brothers and sisters in 
Christ from these 
different ethnic groups 
working and 
fellowshipping together in 
Christ at the conference!  
The gospel really is a 
ministry of reconciliation 
and Christ alone brings 
true peace. 

It was stimulating to hear about the application of 
God’s grace to us in Jesus and our interpersonal 
relationships.  Peter Novak, Pastor Reformed of 
Church of Ljubljana 



Summer Plans 

We are planning to be in the 
States this summer on home 
assignment and look forward to 
seeing many of you.  We are 
available to speak in your church 
or organization on the parenting 
topics that we regularly speak on 
here in Slovenia if you would like.  
We just need to put it on the 
calendar.  Also, I am available to 
preach in your church if there is a 
need and my schedule permits. 

In August we will be taking our 
oldest daughter, Katie, to Chicago 
to begin her undergraduate 
studies at Moody Bible Institute.  
Having a daughter in the States 
while we are in Europe has been 
an entirely new phase of life for 
Jodi and me.  Things have worked 
out well so far as Katie has spent 
this year living with grandparents 
in Iowa.  The plan right now is 
that our second daughter, Kristin, 
will take Katie’s place living at 
grandparents, working, and 
transitioning to life in the U.S. 
while taking some on-line college 
courses.  Please pray the Lord 
would give us wisdom and 
strength with these transitions.  

 
FamilyLife Slovenia 
Quarterly 
Jodi and I put together an 
electronic newsletter in Slovenia 
called FamilyLife Slovenia 
Quarterly.  We write about family 
related topics for the purpose 
creating a Biblical worldview 
when it comes to marriage and 
family.  The following article is 
from our February newsletter. 

The Power of Multi-generational Parenting 
By Don Green 

Two men owned farms side by side.  One was a bitter atheist, the 
other a devout Christian.  Consistently annoyed at the Christian for 
his trust in God, the atheist said to him one winter, “Let’s plant our 
crops as usual this spring, each the same number of acres.  You 
pray to your God, and I’ll curse him.  Then come October, let’s see 
who has the bigger crop.” 

When October came the atheist was delighted because his crop 
was larger.  “See, you fool” he taunted. “What do you have to say 
for you God now?” 

“My God,” replied the other farmer, “doesn’t settle all his accounts in 
October.”  (Money, Possessions and Eternity, Randy Alcorn, p. 9) 

The same principle can be applied to parenting.  All the heartfelt 
investments of parenting aren’t fully realized when the child is two.  
The final result will not be revealed for many years, ultimately not 
even until heaven.  That is why is it is a good idea to begin with the 
end in mind.  By that I mean, what kind of person do you ultimately 
want your child to be?  Or, to cast the vision even more broadly, 
what do you want as the end result of your parenting efforts? 

I firmly believe that Christians need to have a four generational view 
when it comes to parenting.  We need to see beyond the little 
trophies this world has to offer to the reality of what God can 
accomplish through a family that genuinely seeks Him. 

That most famous of passages that Jesus quoted from when asked 
what is the greatest commandment is found in Deuteronomy 6, the 
Hebrew Shema, the “Hear, O Israel!”  In verses 1-2 Moses states:  
“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments 
which the Lord your God has commanded me to teach you, that 
you might do them in the land where you are going over to possess 
it, so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the Lord 
your God . . .” (italics and bold added by me). 

Did you catch that?  Here we have four generations; Moses 
teaching the parents to teach their children to teach their children 
the statutes and judgments of the Lord. 

Voddie Baucham writes in What He Must be (p. 17) “If I have a 
multigenerational vision for my family, then my role in fathering my 
children is a lifelong partnership in kingdom expansion.” 

Again, Mr. Baucham writes: 

“God has designed your family, not the youth group, not the 
children’s ministry, not the Christian school, but your family– 
as the principal discipling agent in your children’s lives. The 
most important job you have as a parent is to train and 
disciple your children.  My wife and I came to suddenly 
realize if we raised our children to be great doctors, lawyers, 
athletes, or musicians but did not train them to honor us and 
obey God, we would have failed.” (Voddie Baucham, Family 
Driven Faith p 120) 

In verse three Moses declares, “Listen and be careful to [obey], that 
it may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly.”  In other 



words, have babies.  In this regard Muslims are 
eating our lunch. 

What I am talking about is a complete paradigm 
shift in the way many Christians approach 
parenting.  No longer is it, “How does having 
children fit into the lifestyle that I want for myself?”  
Nor is it raising the kids until they are eighteen or 
until they are finished with university.  The goal is 
no longer good Christian kids that get a job, get 
married and become productive members of 
society.  Society is going to hell in a handbasket!  
The goal is a lifelong passionate partnership in the 
expansion of the fame and glory of our Lord and 
God by spiritual multiplication through the family. 

My parents were not Christians when they got 
married.  They had two boys and three girls, all of 
whom married and had kids who are now having 
kids.  It has been several years since I was able to 
spend Christmas with them but my father tells the 
same joke year after year at Christmas. (It is a time-
honored tradition of dads around the world to tell 
stupid jokes over and over again.).  With the little 
house that I grew up in filled with gifts and wrapping 
paper and overflowing with kids, grandkids and 
great-grandkids, more that forty people in all, most, 

if not all of whom are in the Lord, my father makes the 
same silly comment, “Mama, I didn’t know when you 
smiled at me all those years ago that it would lead to 
all this!” 

Mom and Dad, think of the impact you can have on 
your world for Christ right from your own home!  Think 
about the power you have to radically impact the next 
generation for Christ while seeking to reach this 
generation now. 

In recent years there has been some good evangelism 
being done in Slovenia.  The Protestant church is 
growing.  Christian leaders are working together in 
ways that have never happened before.  There are 
many encouraging things going on and much reason 
to rejoice in what the Lord is doing in our midst.  But, if 
we fail to pass on the faith to our children, if they fail to 
fully embrace Christ and His mission to save the lost, 
we will be starting all over again.  

By having a multi-generational view when it comes to 
parenting, the community of faith in Slovenia can grow 
exponentially by God’s grace.  May God give us the 
wisdom and faith to see the potential harvest in the 
future as we remember that He doesn’t settle all His 
accounts in October. 
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